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More books, more shelves, and a new roof for Gently Used Books

On June 1, 2005 Ramona De-
Walt found her dream coming
true. After 13 years as a book-
seller with Borders Books and
Music in the Lancaster and Read-
ing stores, she was opening her
own book shop in the Amity
Square Shopping Plaza in Dou-

years an amazing thing hap-
pened. Mona’s simple and easy
to understand trade in policy
gave many booklovers the oppor-
tunity to buy a book at half or
less the cover price, read it, and
trade it in for book credit to buy
another title even cheaper.
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na’s new called Gently

store was a clean, brightly lit, and
comfortable shopping environ-
ment. Neatly organized and dis-
played rows of custom built
shelves were brightly painted to
show off the colorful book cov-
ers and spines in the easiest
shopping manner possible. A
used book store never looked so
good!

However, over the next two

Used Books Plus, and others to
other book re-users like libraries,
churches, or Goodwill Indus-
tries.

The result? Mona’s business
grew faster than she or her hus-
band Pastor Ken DeWalt of
Hope Church in Douglassville
ever imagined. By the end of
2006, with an in stock inventory
doubled to about 30,000 books

and a  morethan-cramped
quarters, Ramona began to look
for a new and larger location for
her books.

After much searching she
found a near perfect site, the
former Wine and Spirit Shoppe
location in the Douglassville
Shopping Center. The State Lig-
uor Store had moved recently
into much larger quarters in the
newest building in the center,
and their old location, right be-
tween Redner’s Market and A-Z
Video was a wonderful place to
locate a book store. The location
also offered a generous 2,900
square feet of elbow room to
move what became by opening
day, Oct. 16, 2007, an inventory
in excess of 40,000 books.

One of the real attractions of
the old Gently Used Books was
it’s Children’s Book Room. The
new store has a Children’s Room
five times the size of the original.
The adult fiction/non-fiction and
sale areas are both almost twice
the size of the entire former
store.

Step stools line the aisles for
ease of reach those upper
shelves. Folding and rocking
chairs are conveniently placed to
allow the occasional rest of a
weary browser’s feet. Large win-
dows let in the sun, and the
clean, well lit atmosphere was
never cleaner or better lit.

Many former customers con-
gratulate Mona’s move, however
it was the opening week’s crowd

stop in today.

Spring Garden Farms has more than just poinsettias, they have all your holiday needs.
Shown above, poinsettias, cyclamen, and orchids all line the tables. You’ll also find
wreaths, trees, centerpieces, and more. Don’t forget to visit The Gift Shop. Spring Garden
Farms is located on Rt. 724, West of Birdsboro. Owners Mary & Ray Smith invite you to
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WE’'RE OPEN!
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immediate medical care

OPEN 365 DAYS A YEAR

7:00AM—11:00PM
422 WEST » DOUGLASSYILLE » 610 -385-4444

(NEXT DOOR TO CVS)

causeyourtimematiers.com
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Thousands of books line the colorful shelves and walls at Gently Used Books’ new location in
the Douglassville Shopping Center. Stop in today for a new book to read, or trade in that stack
of books you’ve already read for some new ones.

of first timers who assured her
tripled bills would be paid on
time.

Ramona now has four part
time booksellers on staff; Elysa,
Kathy, Stephanie and Audrey.
Each of these dedicated book-
lovers are trained to not only
help you find what you are look-
ing for, but also take down infor-
mation on any books you desire
that they don’t currently have
and efficiently contact you if
they do come in from another
booklover trading in titles, some-
times within the very same day.

Some customers, after walking
around what for many is an en-
tirely new concept in book sell-
ing, might ask Mona where she
goes from here. Her first com-
ment is a hardy, “Nowhere!”
since she and about 20 friends
are still recovering from the
weekend move of 40,000 books
to the new location. But after a
moment she’ll usually just smile
and say, “Excuse me, but I've got

ADVERTISE HERE

Call your Mercury
Sales Representative,
Ralph Levengood
at 610-970-4450

to help those customers with
their boxes of books they want to
trade in.”

There seems no doubt that
Gently Used Books is in Douglass-
ville to stay, and who knows how

soon Ramona will be wondering
where to stock her eighty thou-
sandth book?

Find Gently Used Books, Dou-
glassville, online at www.gentlyu-
sedbookspa.com.

SPRING GARDEN FARMS
HAS ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS.

STOP AND SEE US TODAY!
.

Glfts e Candles ° Wreaths & Trees
Centerpieces * Ornaments &

LOTS OF POINSETTIAS

READY MADE OR SPECIAL ORDERS
Swags, Roping, Cemetery Items
Logs, Blanket, Mounds

VISIT OUR NEW GIFT SHOP

SPRING GARDEN FARMS, INC.
“See Us For All Your Gardening Needs”

Rt. 724 West of Birdsboro
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610-582-8703

A CLEAN WELL LIGHTED PLACE FOR BOOKS

WE ALSO | CHILDREN

TRADE!

Paperbacks you trade are

worth 25% of the original Over
cover price in credit

toward future purchases.
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TEEN

BOOK ROOM
10,000 Books

For Youth!

BAKERS DOZEN DEAL!

BUY 12 BOOKS AND RECEIVE THE 13TH FREE!

(Lowest Price of the 13) Cannot be combined with other offers.
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Open 9am to 7pm
Monday thru Friday
9am to 3pm Saturday

OF

Any Book
Purchase

DOUGLASSVILLE SHOPPING CENTER, NEXT TO REDNER’S, RT. 422, 610-385-0766

OVER 40,000 BOOKS
IN STOCK

gentlyusedbooks@dejazzd.com




